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Our Mission:
Called to be shepherds, doing God’s work, daily.

To the churches of the Medina-Streeter Lutheran Parish: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
This past summer our synod of the ELCA, the Eastern North
Dakota Synod, held an event at Concordia College in Moorhead,
Minnesota specifically aimed at Rural and Multipoint Parishes within
the synod. The event bore the name Discovering Hope: Building
Vitality in Your Congregation. Recognizing that this was a conference
that would most likely benefit our Rural, Multipoint Parish, I invited
members from each church to attend this conference with me to gain
ideas in order to do what the name of the conference suggested; to build
vitality within our congregations and parish. Out of this conference
came many great ideas that I hope to be able to utilize in various ways
throughout the coming months and years.
One of the take home ideas came in the form of a book each
congregation, or multipoint parish, received by attending the
conference. Over the next few months it will be my goal, through this
avenue of monthly newsletter articles, to share with you the insights
gained from this book that bears a similar name to the conference itself.
This book, written by David Poling-Goldenne and L. Sannon Jung, is
entitled Discovering Hope: Building Vitality in Rural Congregations
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001). Through each chapter of this
book, the authors take us through stories of hope within churches in
rural America that have found vitality, all the way down to the possible
mission the audience can have within their own congregations to
discover hope for the future. It is my intention to lead us through these
nine chapters in the coming months.
In the opening chapter, entitled Stories of Hope: Finding
Vitality in Rural America, we are invited and welcomed on a journey of
discovery. The first stop on this journey was to lay out the problem
most congregations in the rural setting face; that is a general sense of
despair. Rural congregations that find themselves in despair, according
to the authors, will generally have these sentiments running through its
voices: “We are too small,” “We have no young people,” and “We just
can’t afford our pastor.”1 With these sentiments in mind the researchers
set out to find out what the real experts of rural setting vitality had to
say on the subject; the people who have experienced it first-hand. What
they came up with was a collection of stories that highlight some “best
practices” from the field for the field; from those who have done it in
the past for those in similar situations who are willing to learn from
those who have been there before.2
But why rural America, one might ask about the focal point of
this study? The authors explain that this is because “rural congregations
are now found in agricultural, mining, logging, ranching, open-plain,

recreation, and small-town settings—or any combination of the above—
in just about every state in the nation.”3 Not to mention that, not so
coincidentally, congregations in the rural setting make up more than half
of the congregations affiliated with the ELCA. And so in the opinion of
the authors, “Rural congregations matter! They are the church … There
is power, hope, and great potential in rural congregations!”4
To conclude the first chapter of their book, the authors give three
examples of congregations that have shown vitality within their context
of rural America. They admit that there could be dozens of these stories
to be told, but these three best represent that power, hope, and great
potential of rural congregations in their eyes with the recognition that
“borrowing another congregation’s activities or programs is not a recipe
for long-term success, but in the stories and examples you will find
principles, ideas, and models that have worked in rural settings.”5 What
all three of these stories have in common are congregations that refuse to
cave in, embracing new ideas like starting a rural crisis and support
group, refining tradition like celebrating “Rogation Sunday” in which
local farmers bring their tractors, combines, and trucks they use in their
life and work and seek God’s blessing, and finding a niche that is unique
to them and their context like being intentional about their focus on
prayer and Bible Study.6
In the next two chapters, which we will look at in depth next
month, the authors explore what role prayer and worship play into
building a vital congregation, especially in rural America. Until then,
may the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be
acceptable in the sight of our Lord; the source of our strength and our
redemption.
In Christ,
Pastor Ryan
P.S. If you would like to order your very own copy of the book
Discovering Hope: Building Vitality in Rural Congregations you may do
so by calling Augsburg Fortress Publishing House (800-328-4648).
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MOPS
(Mothers of Preschoolers)
Meetings are held on the third Sundays of each month at 3:00
pm. @ English Lutheran Church. Our next meeting is October 18th,
Come see what we are all about.
If you have any questions, please call Renae @ 320-7567

St. Luke September Council Meeting Minutes

1. German Supper September 20. THANK YOU to all the volunteers
who helped make this a very successful evening. We appreciated all the
help. Robin you did an AWESOME job supervising & organizing this
event again.
2. Direct Electric had to work on the furnace/air conditioner. No bill at
this time.
3.November 22 Mission Fest in Streeter.
4.September 29 Kids Bible Night begins.
5. The printer at St Luke is not working. The Council voted to
purchase a new Cannon printer/copier for the Pastor’s office. The cost
will be approximately $150.00.
6.We will be having a hunter’s breakfast and bazaar Friday,November
6 from 8:00-11:00. We will be doing it with the women’s group. Baked
goods, cards, wash cloths, etc. will be sold. We invite everyone to
attend.
7. Next meeting October 20 at 7:30.
Submitted by Denise Wittmier
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English Lutheran September Council Meeting Minutes
The council meeting of English Lutheran Church was held on
September 9th at 8:09 pm.
Pastor Ryan began the meeting with devotions.
Minutes from the last meeting were presented. Jeff moved to
accept, Janet seconded the motion, motion carried.
Pastor Ryan gave his report to the council.
Old business:
Jacob will check with Tammy about the tree purchase for the
parsonage.
A new mailbox will be put in front of theirs age to replace the
damaged one.
New business:
Safety deposit box at Northland financial was discussed. It was
decided that the pastor, treasurer and council president will have keys.
Janet made a motion to accept, seconded by Jeff.
Tina moved to adjourn the meeting with the Lords Prayer.
Next meeting will be October 8th, at 8:00 pm
Submitted by Tina Guthmiller

God’s Helpers News
Our WELCA Bible study and meetings began on Thursday,
September 17th at 2 pm. Pastor Ryan and Elsie presented the offering
meditation “Just Askin.” Pastor began our Bible study by all playing the
game “Wine-Opoly” followed by questions on how this game relates to
everyday life.
A big thank you to Denise and Robin for organizing the German
supper, a big success. Thank you to the fifteen ladies for volunteering to
bring Kuchen bars to the German Supper and to all helping with the
supper in any way.
A decision on having a bazaar was tabled until the council meets
to discuss a 2nd annual hunter breakfast. We purchased 48 soup bowls.
Five ladies went to the Gackle Guest Program at Emmanuel Lutheran on
Sept. 13th.
We will begin our new Bible study next month, “The Wise &
The Foolish.” All ladies are welcome to join us.
Elsie served
refreshments. Next meeting is Tues. Oct. 20th, 2 pm. JoAnn will serve
refreshments.
Elsie Goldsmith, secretary/treasurer
Attention all St. Luke ladies!
We will be serving for Martha Dewald’s auction at the Memorial
Hall on Sat. October 24th. Morning coffee and lunch. Will be calling
for workers and will need donations of bars, individually wrapped.
More details to follow.
The council will have their second annual hunter breakfast on
Friday, Nov. 6, serving from 8 am - 11 am. At the same time, we will
have a bake/goodies sale, also selling assorted cards and dish cloths.
Please have your items at the church on Thursday, if you are not helping
Friday morning. No white elephant items! This will take the place of a
bazaar. A donation from the breakfast will be givin to our WELCA. All
funds received from our bake sale, will stay with our unit. As our
WELCA funds are down, we appreciate the council letting us participate
on the 6th, in this way.

Benefit Dinner
On Sunday, October 25th from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm a benefit
dinner will be held for Lori Geinert, @ the Legion Hall in Gackle.
Serving will be a Taco Bar w/dessert & refreshments.. Tickets
maybe purchased at The Dakota Heritage Bank or Dani’s Place. $8.00
in advance; $10.00 at the door.
Also a Benefit account has been set up at Dakota Heritage Bank
for monetary donations.
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Karter Neil Kreft was baptized at St. Luke Lutheran Church on
September 6, 2015 by Pastor Ryan Ferwerda. Parents are Cody and
Lacey Kreft. Sponsors are: Tucker Kreft, Kara Lepp & Whitney Holen.
Congratulations!

Aidan Matthew Heinle was baptized at English Lutheran
Church on September 20, 2015 by Pastor Ryan Ferwerda. Parents are
Matthew and April Heinle. Sponsors are: Bruce & Julie Sukut and
Matthew & Amy Schanandore.
Congratulations!

Rally Sunday Day of Service
On Sunday September 27th English Lutheran Church welcomed back
the Sunday School Program for another year of faith formation for our
young brothers and sisters in Christ. The day began with Sunday School
before Worship at 11am. During Worship we commissioned our Sunday
School Teachers for another year of Service as well as presented our Third
Grade Class with their very own Bibles. Third Graders receiving a Bible
this year were: Kennedy Behm, Kameron Bodvig, Adam Dehne, Madelyn
Gefroh, Aiden Greer, Madison Hofmann, Taya Schelske, Katie Schmidt.
Following our Rally Sunday Worship a group of people gathered
together for an afternoon of service at the Medina Cemetery. Following a
light lunch provided by a few ladies, the workers headed out to the
Cemetery to paint the outhouse, trim around head stones, and pick up litter
and fallen twigs. It was a great day of Worship and Service to our
Community!

Joint Parish Council Meeting
August 23, 2015
Members Present: Jacob Hofmann, Estee Nenow, Darin
Dockter, Janet Well, Tina Guthmiller, Tammy Reis, Don Gienger,
Robin Iszler, Margaret Williams, Clydell Dockter, Pastor Ryan.
Members Absent: Lloyd Veil, Scott Dockter, Tom Nienow,
Denise Wittmier, Jeff Morlock
English Lutheran Council President Jacob Hofmann called the
meeting to order following the Parish Picnic.
There were no minuets from the last Parish Council meeting to
be read and approved.
There was no report given from the Parish Treasurer.
Old Business:
Pastor Ryan and Estee Nenow have not had a chance to look
over options for the parish in consideration to online giving as
discussed at the last parish meeting.
With the culmination of the Parish Picnic this afternoon we
started looking ahead to Mission Fest. It was decided that Mission Fest
would be a Joint Parish Worship Service in Streeter on Sunday
November 22nd, at 11 a.m. followed by a meal to be planned by the
Streeter Council. Pastor Ryan will come up with the Mission Focus for
Mission Fest.
New Business:
Advent Midweek Services will be a joint parish effort again this
year. We will alternate weekly between Streeter and Medina. The first
midweek service will be on Wednesday December 2nd in Streeter.
Worship will begin at 7 p.m. with a soup and sandwich supper
beginning at 6 provided by the hosting church.
Christmas Eve Services were discussed. There will be a
Christmas Eve service in both Medina and Streeter on Thursday
December 24th, 4:30 p.m. in Streeter and 7 p.m. in Medina.
Meeting Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next Meeting: Sunday November 22nd, following Mission Fest.
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ELC Angels Among Us (Altar Guild)
Our Angels Among Us met on Sunday, Sept. 27 with only 4 of
us. We had devotions and discussion. Thanks to Ardis & Pat for
serving in September and for the beautiful fall decorating. the two of
them have done!
Our next meeting will be October 25, 2015. We miss all of you!
Thank you to all of you who continue to do God’s work!!
God Bless, Julie

BIRTHDAYS
October
Becky Greer
Charlee Jo Gefroh
Isaac Olson
Ron Otto
Gerhardt Reuer
Dave Kooker
Leona Morlock
Kane Schmidt
Oliver Hofmann
Daniel Juelfs
Gene Guthmiller
Erika Olson
Maynard Dockter
Jessica Dong
Mike Schleske
Carrie Kapp
Brandi Eissinger
Bruce Liebold
Caity Eissinger

Oct 4
Oct 6
Oct 11
Oct 13
Oct 17
Oct 17
Oct 18
Oct 20
Oct 20
Oct 22
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 29
Oct 29
Oct 30
Oct 30
Oct 30
Oct 31

November
Anita Schmidt
Brady Andres
Patty Roemmich
Isayah Olson
Ron Headland
Brent Kleven
Virginia Jeanotte
Bryan Andres
Renae Olson
Jahleel Opp
Larry Junker
Lila Gienger
Berry Christensen
Dennis Behm
Patrice Juelfs
William Juelfs
Doug Schmidt

Nov 1
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 21
Nov 25
Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28
Nov 29
Nov 30

Celebrating Oct/Nov Anniversaries
Dwight & Janine Hofmann
Vergil & Gertrude Neumiller
Wayne & Sue Reardon
Shawn & Kadie Gefroh
Clarence & Ethel Heinle
Bud & Elsie Goldsmith
Mike & Robin Iszler

Oct 7, 1978
Oct 14, ??
Oct 18, 1975
Oct 22, 2005
Nov 3, 1973
Nov 4, 1961
Nov 18, ??
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Kids Bible Nite
On Tuesday September 29th 13 children gathered at St. Luke Lutheran
Church for the first Kid’s Bible Nite of the school year. This year our
focus will be on the Ten Commandments and how they fit into our lives.
For our first lesson we learned a very important point in which We Listen to God, and we explored the various ways kids listen to God in their
everyday lives. Kid’s Bible Nite is scheduled for the last Tuesday of
every month. Our next Kid’s Bible Nite will be Tuesday October 27th,
from 3:30pm – 5:00pm. Children of all ages are welcome!

English Lutheran WELCA
Our general meeting and Bible Study will be on Thursday,
October 15th @ 7:00 pm. Irene Otto will have offering meditation.
Come join us for very interesting lessons presented by Pastor Ryan.
Our Fall Festival servings of coffee & pie and Bingo was a
great success. Thank you to everyone who brought food, donations
and helped serve and worked with the Bingo.
Thank you to the MYG for decorating a float for the Fall
Festival parade. The theme was “Rise Up Together in Christ”, which
was the theme for the National ELCA Youth gathering in Detroit this
summer.
We will be having our annual Soup & Sandwich Fund Raiser
on Sunday, November 8th. Mark your calendars.
Pat Everding, Secretary
†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

Medina Youth Group
On September 23rd, our Medina Youth Group joined together
to discuss some of the things we are going to be doing as a youth this
year.
We decided to change things up from the last few years and
elect some of the youth to the spots of President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Secretary, and Social Media Reporter. We also discussed
that starting on October 4th our youth will be holding a Youth Bible
Study every Sunday at 5:00pm. We will be picking books out of the
Bible and studying them throughout the year.
We also plan on helping with the Trunk-or-Treat games and
we will also be having a trunk for the occasion.
Our next youth meeting is on October 29th at either the park,
weather permitting, or Legion Hall for decorating/carving pumpkins
for the Trunk-or-Treat at 7:00pm.
~MYG Reporter; Dani Eissinger
†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††

Thank You
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, flowers, food
and the unbelievable amount of well wishes.
The encouragement I received was very uplifting.
Thank you again, Renae Olson

November
Fri, Nov 6
Hunter’s Breakfast
St. Luke
8:00 am—11:00 am
Sun, Nov 8
Soup & Sandwich
English
12 noon
Sun, Nov 22
Mission Fest (services combined)
St. Luke
11:00 am
No services @ English

October Worship Times & Events

Sun, Oct 4
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Luke
9:00 am
English
11:00 am
Thurs, Oct 8
Council Meeting
English
8:00 pm
Sun, Oct 11
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
St. Luke
9:00 am
English
11:00 am
Wed, Oct 14
Confirmation
English
6:30—8:30 pm
Thurs, Oct 15
Bible Study
English
7:00 pm
Sun, Oct 18
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
St. Luke
9:00 am
English
11:00 am
MOPS
3:00 pm
Tues, Oct 20
Bible Study & Council Meeting
St. Luke—Bible Study
2:00 pm
Council Meeting
7:30 pm
Sat, Oct 24
Martha Dewald Auction Sale @ Streeter
Sun, Oct 25
Reformation Sunday
St. Luke
9:00 am
English
11:00 am
Altar Guild meeting
10:00 am
Sun, Oct 25
Lori Geinert Benefit @ Gackle starting @ 11 am
Tues, Oct 27
Kids Bible Nite
St. Luke
3:30-5:00 pm
Wed, Oct 28
Confirmation
English
6:30—8:30 pm
Thurs, Oct 29
Medina Youth Group Meeting
@ Medina Park or Legion Hall
7:00 pm
Fri, Oct 30
Buffalo Supper @ Streeter
Sat. Oct 31
Trunk or Treat
English
beginning @ 6 pm
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