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Annual Meeting Rescheduled
English Lutheran Church Annual Meeting rescheduled to

February 2, 2014 immediately following the 11:00 am Worship

Service. Potluck to follow the meeting. All are welcome!



Greetings in the name of the Christ who is revealed to us through Word and
Sacrament!

So far in our review of the teachings of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism
we have looked at the Ten Commandments and what they mean for our lives.
When we look at our lives through the lens of the Ten Commandments we find
only that we are sinful beings. We have a sickness that we cannot escape. This
brings us to a concept that does not get talked about too much in the church;
the concept of the terrified conscience. What | mean by this is that when we
look at our lives through the lens of the Ten Commandments we find that we
do not live up to God’s standards; we are sinful beings and as the Apostle Paul
reminds us “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23 NRSV). Because of our sins
we deserve death, hell, God’s wrath, eternal separation from God, or whatever
else you want to call it, and that quite frankly, is terrifying.

But that is not where the Apostle Paul stopped in his letter to the
church in Rome, and so it was not where Luther stopped in his catechism
either. The second part of verse twenty-three of Romans chapter six states,
“but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Despite the fact that we have sinned and that we deserve God’s
punishment, God instead has freely given us love and grace through Christ
Jesus. But who is this Jesus whom we call the Christ, the Messiah? This is where
Luther continues in his catechism to talk about the Creed; a confession of faith
about who God is.

The basic thought behind the creation of the Creeds, the Apostles’, the
Nicene, and the Athanasian, was to be clear about who God is specifically in
regard to the relationship between God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit; a relationship we know as the Trinity. Now the doctrine of the
Trinity is that there are not three gods but instead there is One God in whom
there are three distinct persons or expressions. These creeds set out to examine
those persons or expressions, making clear who God is in contrast to some
heretical beliefs spreading at the time they were written.

The Apostles’ Creed, which was formed in the eighth century, is a creed
that was widely understood to have been written by the Apostles themselves.
However, this was widely disputed throughout the centuries and so we now
believe that the Creed takes its name from the Apostles because the creed

represents the basic teachings the Apostles gave to the early church. The main
focus of this creed was to respond to two heretical teachings: one that the God
of the Old Testament is different from the God revealed in Jesus Christ in the
New Testament, and two that Jesus could not have been both fully human and
fully divine, more specifically that just was fully divine but not fully human.



The Nicene Creed on the other hand, which began being developed by
church leaders at the Council of Nicea in the 4™ century, was in response to
the false teaching that while Jesus was OF the divine, Jesus was not fully divine
because he had human flesh. Thus this creed speaks more about Jesus’ full
relationship with God the Creator, or Father, as being one that is fully divine
and fully human.

Finally the Athanasian Creed, once thought to have been written by
church scholar Athanasius, finds its origins in the Western church following the
teachings of Augustine and Ambrose sometime in the late g century. This
creed focuses more fully than the other two on the unique relationship
between the three parts of the Trinitarian God, giving more focus to the third
person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit.

When Luther set out to teach the Creed he focused on the Apostles
Creed for use in the Small Catechism for that was the common creed of his
time period and Luther’s intent with the catechism was to teach the common
or simple faith to the common people. Luther clearly divides the Creed into
three sections which Luther called A r t gcehcleome focusing on the three
persons or expressions of God that the church understood to be true.

Since | could write pages upon pages for each one of these articles |
will wait until next month to dive into the individual articles.

In Christ,

Pastor Ryan
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St. Luke Lutheran February Schedule

Parish council meeting, Feb. 5th, 6 pm, at English.

WELCA will meet on Feb. 18th at 2 pm. As we didn’t have a meeting in Jan,
special offerings will be collected for Habitat for Humanity and God’s Child.
Judith will serve refreshments.

St. Luke council will meet Feb. 18th at 6 pm.




Sunday, Feb 2 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
English 11:00 am
Confirmation & Annual Meeting
English Sunday School 10:00 am
St. Luke 9:00 am

Mon, Feb 3 All School Reunion Meeting
English Fellowship Hall 7:30 pm

Wed, Feb 5 Joint Council Meeting
English Lutheran 6:00 pm

Sunday, Feb 9 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
English 9:00 am
English Sunday School 10:00 am
St Luke 11:00 am

Sunday, Feb 16 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
English 9:00 am
English Sunday School 10:00 am
St Luke 11:00 am

Tues, Feb 18 St. Luke Meetings
WELCA 2:00 pm
Council Meeting 6:00 pm

Wed, Feb 19 Bible Study/WELCA
English 7:00 pm

Sunday, Feb 23 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
English 9:00 am
English Sunday School 10:00 am
St Luke 11:00 am

Sunday, Mar 2 Transfiguration of Our Lord
English 9:00 am

English Sunday School 10:00 am

St Luke 11:00 am /
8
Wed, Mar 5 Ash Wednesday \g

English ”?
4 St. Luke ??
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St. Luke Annual Meeting Minutes

St. Luke Lutheran annual meeting was held on January 12, 2014.
Pastor Ryan opened with prayer. Council president Denise Wittmier presid-
ed over the meeting. She thanked everyone for their part in helping our
congregation in any way. Working together and with everyone’s support,
we are able to keep our doors open. Minutes of the January 2013 annual
meeting read and approved.

Pastor Ryan explained a fifth-Sunday challenge offering for Ministry
Partners in our area and for Central African Republic. More information in
the future.

Margaret Williams, treasurer, explained the financial report for 2013
and the budget for 2014. Both approved. All other reports in the booklet
were approved.

Plastic has been put on all windows in the sanctuary and downstairs
and quilts on rods for easy access, cover all doors, trying to save fuel. We
greatly appreciate all donations toward fuel. Thank you!

Elections: Margaret was nominated and accepted a 3-year term as
treasurer. We still need one deacon. Please contact Pastor Ryan or Denise
if you would like to volunteer. No volunteers to attend the May Synod As-
sembly or the October Conference Assembly. Talk to Pastor for information
on attending.

Due to changing deacon duties, beginning in January, we now have a
Head Usher of the month, plus an usher, and reader each Sunday and if com-
munion, a communion assistant. This was a change to the by-laws. Pastor
Ryan read the present by-law and the change. Motion carried to accept the
change. Thank you to all who accepted new roles as service assistants. Pas-
tor also explained a church-wide ELCA change in the constitution basically
changing wording to be easily understood and to incorporate the use of elec-
tronic equipment. Motion carried to accept the change.

Elsie J. Goldsmith

Council secretary



Join us as we

ONNECT

our families

Please be a part of our new family
directory program—we need YOU to
make our new family album complete!
Let's put names with faces. We have chosen to

partner with Lifetouch for professional photography

that will connect our members and tell our story. ; i )
Each family will receive a

complimentary 8x10 portrait

Convenient - and directory for participating

Lifetouch will photograph at our location.

In your one-hour session you will:

» Check-in

* Be professionally photographed

* Immediately view your portraits

* Have an opportunity to purchase additional portraits

When was the last time you or your
family had a professional portrait taken?
Portraits are valued family keepsakes. Watch for
more information coming soon about the opportunity
to schedule your portrait session.

- Exciting products turn
We look forward to seeing you! your.pomaits intq
cherished memories

Fradactreay my
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Our Church Photography Dates

e
Church
Photo

At English:

Thurs. March 6™ 2pm-9pm
Fri. March 7 2pm-9pm
Sat. March 8™ 10am -4:30pm

At St. Luke:
Tues. April 8% 2pm-9pm

Directory
Sign-Up

* Can't make It to any of these dates? You can also send us a photo of

yourself or your family you have previously take along with a copyright
release from the photographer if professionally taken. Send plctures to

msppastor@gmall.com

HOW DO | SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT?

You can sign up two ways:
1} Online Sign-ups! Go to appt.lifetouch.com Select North Dakota,
Medina —or- Streeter, Enghsh —or- 5t. Luke
Follow on-screen instructions
2) Sign Up at Church after Worship
Sundays February 9"', 16"', & 23

(_There is no sitting fee - just ft]rrﬁ'\.1
participating, you will receive
a complimentary 8”"x10" portrait
and a free church directory!
And, Lifetouch has promised us
that there will be no pressure to
\ order additional portraits! J

Questions?

Contact Pastor Ryan

701-269-9617

msppastor@gmail.com

If you have
photos of any church
activitiesfevents from the last
few years, please submit to Pastor
Ryan at msppastor@gmail.com.
We may use them for the activity
pages at the beginning of
our new directory.

HELP US MAKE THIS DIRECTORY COMPLETE!
IT WON'T BE THE SAME WITHOUT YOU!

We want to make this a complete representation of
our church family - PLEASE be a part of it!




Pictorial Directory Information

Dear Parishioners,
We would like to include you in our new pictorial directory!

We have selected Lifetouch Church Directories to produce our new
directory. Our hope is that everyone will be photographed and
included in our directory so that we can have a clearer ability to identify
each other at worship and other parish functions.

There is no cost to you or to the Parish to have your photograph
taken and you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and
directory for participating. You will be able to view your images
electronically immediately after you are photographed. At that time, you
will also have the option to purchase additional portraits to share with
family and friends. Price lists are available on request.

Take a minute to read over the information on the previous pages.
The dates for photography and sign up dates are listed on the next
page. Please note that there are dates at both English and St. Luke;
photos can be taken at either location. You will have the opportunity to
reserve your appointment time either online or on the dates listed on the
next page after worship. If you are unable to make it on any of these
dates you can also send in a photo of yourself or family you have
previously taken. You may send those photos to Pastor Ryan at
msppastor@gmail.com. Please note that if this photo was professionally
taken we also need the copyright release form from the photographer.
We are excited that each of you will be photographed for our new
Parish directory!

Sincerely,

The Pictorial Directory Committee



mailto:msppastor@gmail.com?subject=Photos%20for%20Pictorial%20Directory

Photography Dates and Times
At English:

Thursday March 6™ 2pm —9pm
Friday March 7" 2pm —9pm

Saturday March 8" 10am —
4:30pm

At St. Luke:
Tuesday April 8" 2pm — 9pm

Sign up Online

appt.lifetouch.com

Select ND for State

Select either Medina or Streeter for City
Select respective church

Follow On-Screen Instructions

Sign up Dates — After Worship
February 9™, 16", & 23"



http://appt.lifetouch.com/

February Birthdays

Brenda Guthmiller Feb 4th

Melissa Dockter Feb 5th

Jana Neumiller Feb 5th

Ally Greer Feb 7th

Dacotah Dockter Feb 11th
Jenny Hieb Feb 12th
Kim Hoffmann Feb 13th
Katie Iszler Feb 13th
Bud Goldsmith Feb 15th
Madisyn Kleven Feb 16th
Tammy Reis Feb 17th
Madison Hofmann Feb 17th
Jaranah Liebold Feb 19th
Kyle Andres Feb 20th
Scott Dockter Feb 23rd
Kylee Hofmann Feb 26th
Jeff Morlock Feb 26th
Brian Behm Feb 26th
Logan Hoffmann Feb 29th

Celebrating Anniversaries

Scott & Melissa Dockter February 3, 1989

St. Luke Schedule

February: Deacon— Margaret AG—Judith

Usher List Reader List Communion Assistant
Head Usher—Margaret
2 Don Lila Judith
9 Kip Judith _
(Hunger offering)
16 Bud Betsy Judith
23 Elsie Esther _

10



Feb 2nd:

Feb 9th:

Feb 16th:

Feb 23rd:

Mar 2nd:

Mar 9th:

English Schedule
Cleaning List

Thanks for helping to keep our church clean

Jahleel & Ashley Opp Feb:
Tyler & Brandi Eissinger
Teresa Schleske
Sherry & Joe Schmidt
Mar:

Gene & Brenda Guthmiller
Sherry & Randy Everding

Maynerd & Adeline Link
Ethel Heinle
Jeff & Linda Morlock

Bill & Janet Well
Wayne & Sue Reardon
Connie Moser

Scott & Melissa Dockter
Arlyn & Sourey Schmidt
Doug Schmidt

Del & Joey Guthmiller
Tina Guthmiller
Maynard & Darlene Dockter

St. Luke Schedule

Ushers

Jacob & Bonnie Hofmann
Ceph Dockter

Jahleel & Ashley Opp
Daniel & Angela Olsen

Arlyn & Sourey Schmidt
Addison Hofmann

Joey Guthmiller

Doug Schmidt

Teresa Schleske

Patty & Sky Roemmich
Brian & Kendra Behm

Lay Reader List

Feb 2— Brandi Eissinger
Feb 9— Caity Eissinger
Feb 16— Philip Hofmann
Feb 23— Kathy Hieb

Mar 2— Jeff Morlock

Quilters

Please call Leona Morlock for
dates and times.

Usher List
Head Usher—Ruben

March: Deacon— Ruben

Reader List

2 Mary Denise

9 Vi Robin
(Hunger offering)

16 Esther Elsie

23 Jeff W. Lila

AG—Jackie

Communion Assistant

Margaret

Margaret

**|f you can’t clean, read, or usher during your assigned week, Please find someone
to trade with. If you would like to read or would like to be added to the cleaning list,
please let the secretary know so she can add you into the rotation. Thank you!

11
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